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Biographical Note
Edward Henry Gleason Jr. was born in Wellesley on November 14, 1924 to Mr. and Mrs.

Edward Gleason of 80 Walnut Street. Gleason attended Wellesley public schools, graduating
from Wellesley High School in 1942. Following high school, Gleason completed one year of
classes at Boston College before enlisting in the U.S. Army Air Corps. He was called into
service on April 14, 1942 and began training to be a pilot. Gleason graduated with his wings on
June 7, 1944 from Moody Field in Valdosta, Georgia. He was stationed at Bandsdale Field in
Louisiana before being deployed to England in May 1944. By mid-summer he was in France,
shortly after the Allied Forces invasion of France. There he served as a co-pilot of a B-26
Marauder as part of the Ninth Air Force. Gleason was killed in action in September 1944,
Second Lieutenant Edward H. Gleason Jr. was posthumously awarded the Air Medal with One
Oak Cluster.

Scope and Content Note

This collection contains primarily correspondence written by Edward H. Gleason Jr. to his
parents during the time he spent serving in military as part of the Army Air Corps during WWII.
A small portion of the collection contains condolences received by Gleason’s parents after he
was killed in action.
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System of Arrangement

This collection is organized into two series arranged by subject:
l. War Correspondence; April 1943 — September 1944, & undated
Il. Condolences; 1944 — 1945

Conditions Governing Access

The papers are open for research purposes by appointment only. Please contact the Wellesley
Historical Society for more information.

info@wellesleyhistoricalsociety.org

(781) 235-6690

Physical Access
Some of the materials are fragile.

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use
Copyright restrictions may apply.

Languages and Scripts of the Material
English

Immediate Source of Acquisition
2003.20

Accruals
The Historical Society may add materials to the collection in the future; however, no further
accruals are currently expected.

Description

Processing of this collection was made possible through a grant from the Mass State Historical
Records Advisory Board Preservation Grant for Veterans Collections and the Wellesley
Community Preservation Committee.

DACS Finding Aid created by Taylor C. Kalloch in June 2017.
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l. War Correspondence; April 1943 — September 1944, & undated

This series contains correspondence written by Edward H. Gleason Jr. while serving in
the Army Air Corps during WWII.
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1. Condolences; 1944 — 1945

This series contains condolence correspondence & poems written to the Gleason family
after Edward H. Gleason Jr. was killed during WWII.
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