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The Wellesley Historical Society
The Society serves as the historical resource center for the town and is a non-
profit 501(c)(3) organization. The Society is not supported by town or state tax
rolls and relies on contributions for its operating budget. Funds are raised through:

• Community appeal mailings
• The sale of items such as the 2008 Wellesley Calendar
• The sale of gently used china, silver, linens, glassware, and collectibles

at its Tollhouse Shop
• Fund-raising events plus raffles, silent auctions, etc.

The Collections
The Society’s collections are maintained at the 1824 Dadmun-McNamara House,
adjacent to the Wellesley Community Center on Washington Street.

• Costumes and Textiles —With items from the early 1790s through the
1950s, our collection has been assessed by an expert on 19th-century
clothing and textiles and is considered exceptional for its quality and
variety. Work is being done to properly preserve the collection and
photograph it so that it can be put on display and shown on the Web.

• The Denton Butterflies —This excellent collection of butterflies
from around the world was assembled in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries by Wellesley’s Denton family. Funds are needed to properly
store and catalog this collection.

• Photographs —The Society has a remarkably good collection of
photographs going back to the mid-19th century. It too needs proper
storage and curating.

Wellesley History Exhibit
Toward the end of 2006, a new exhibit of Wellesley’s history was mounted at the
Society to give visitors an overview of the town’s origins and early life.

Storage and Infrastructure Needs
Basic improvements to our headquarters are needed, including new lighting,
flooring, and an HVAC system that will provide appropriate climate control.

Inclusion
Whenever possible, the Society works with local organizations to assure that the
elderly, children, and those in need of assistance may attend our events at no cost.

Wellesley Historical Society
229 Washington Street, Wellesley, MA 02481
(781) 235-6690 • www.wellesleyhistoricalsociety.org
info@wellesleyhistoricalsociety.org



How the Society Recognizes Corporate Sponsors

The Newsletter
The newsletter appears four times a
year: twice as a 4- to 8-page full-color
issue and twice as a 2-page black-and-
white issue. All corporate supporters
will appear in the Honor Roll. Bene-
factors, Patrons, and Sponsors receive
complimentary ads. The newsletter is
mailed to over 850 members and friends,
most of whom live in Wellesley.

The Annual Directory
The directory lists all of the Society’s
members and appears once a year in
the fall. All corporate supporters
appear in the Honor Roll, and Bene-
factors, Patrons, and Sponsors also
receive complimentary ads.

Program Books
Each of the Society’s major events in-
cludes a program book. All corporate
supporters appear in the Honor Roll,
and Benefactors, Patrons, and Sponsors
receive complimentary ads.

Web Site, Event Signage, and Program Information Sheets
Each corporate supporter will be listed on our Web site, will appear
on event signage, and will be listed in the Honor Roll printed in
in the information sheets distributed at our Program Series.

Cover: The 1824 Dadmun-McNamara House serves as the Society’s headquarters and contains its archives
and a display of Wellesley’s history.

Historical Society Events for 2008

Annual Dinner, June 22
A gala event including music, cocktails, old cars, dinner, noted speaker,
prizes and awards

Nehoiden Golf Tournament, June 23
Golf at the nation’s oldest college golf club with lunch, prizes, and more

Antiques Appraisal Day, October
Antiques appraisal conducted by noted area firms that participate in
the WGBH production of Antiques Road Show

Scholarship Reception, December
Scholarship awards for area students from the Society’s Scholarship
Fund

The Society’s Ongoing Program Series and Dinners
A series of five presentations open to the public throughout the year
and usually held in the Wakelin Room at the Wellesley Free Library.
In recent years, each event has drawn from 100 to 250 people. Dinner
programs are also scheduled.

Levels of Corporate Support

Benefactor $7,500 • Honor Roll listing in all publications and on
our Web site

• Full back-cover or inside-cover ads in the
directory and program books

• 1/3-page ad in color newsletters
• Inclusion in event signage

Patron $5,000 • Honor Roll listing in all publications and on
our Web site

• Full-page ads in directory and program books
• 1/6-page ad in color newsletters
• Inclusion in event signage

Sponsor $2,500 • Honor Roll listing in all publications and on
our Web site

• 1/2- page ad in directory and program books
• 1/12-page ad in color newsletters
• Inclusion in event signage

In Wellesley’s 125th anniversary year, the
Wellesley Historical Society has recorded

many successes as a result of the hard
work and financial generosity of members,

merchants, and
other Society
friends.
Due to a signifi-
cant grant from
the Community
Preservation Act
funds, past presi-
dent George
Roman led a
skillful effort to
complete the

renovation of ex-terior portions of the Dad-
mun-McNamara House, the Society’s head-
quarters. This charming 1820s building,
adjacent to the Wellesley Community Center,
needed much work to assure its continued
usefulness.

A highly memorable 125th Gala took place in
May at the Wellesley Country Club, scene of
the turbulent meeting in 1880 where Welles-
ley’s town fathers voted to separate from
Needham and ultimately establish Wellesley as
a separate municipality in 1881. A touch of
nostalgia gripped the crowd as Beth Hinchliffe,
town historian, described recent plans to de-
molish this architectural gem, so rich in memo-
ries of the town’s past.The Gala was the most
successful fund-raiser in the Society’s recent
history, raising over $50,000.

The year also was filled with accomplishments
by the Society’s new executive director, Beth
Krimmel. Her dedication to the preservation
of the Society’s notable collections of period
costumes, butterflies and paintings has given
Society members and volunteers a rich sense
of a major goal that must be continually fos-
tered.

The need for additional space continues to be
a feature of the long-term planning efforts of
the Society’s Board of Directors.This challenge
will occupy much time in the upcoming year.

John G. Schuler The ballroom at Wellesley Country Club was the setting for much of the activity at the Gala on May 18.
According to club estimates, as many as 500 people attended the event.

125th Gala Nets $50,000 for Society

The Society netted $50,000 from its
Gala Celebration held at Wellesley

Country Club on May 18. The funds will
go toward the campaign to raise
$125,000 in the town’s 125th year.

“We’ve gotten off to a great start,
but we still have a ways to go,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Beth Krimmel, who
added, “The Society is producing a calen-

dar that will be available for sale in the
fall, we’re opening a shop in the Dad-
mun-McNamara House, and other excit-
ing plans are under way to continue our
fundraising efforts this year.”

The Gala Committee was co-
chaired by board members Martin Padley
and Susan Kagan Lange.
(More on 125th Celebration inside.)

Society to Open Toll House Shop
Antiques, gently used possessions, and

gifts will soon be offered for sale at
the Society’s new Toll House Shop, which
is expected to open in October.

Staffed by a group of volunteers
and organized by Society members

Suzanne Frederick and Barbara Sturgis,
the shop’s merchandise will include do-
nated items (for which the donors may
take a tax deduction) such as:

• China, silver and linens
• Collectibles

Barbara Sturgis noted, “We
are aiming for quality and value. It
is important that everyone know
that items for sale are not from the
permanent collection of the Society.
Goods in the shop will be strictly
from donations for sale.”

Donations are accepted Tues-
days and Wednesdays, 1-4 p.m. at
the Dadmun-McNamara House
and by appointment. If you would
like to join this volunteer group
call 781-235-6690.Shop organizers Suzanne Frederick and Barbara Sturgis
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A Gala Celebration of
Wellesley’s 125th Anniversary

Wellesley Country Club, May 18th, 2006

Wellesley HistoricalSociety
Dovercraft Custom Renovation — Lead Sponsor

Dates subject to change.


